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As members of the Religious Liberty PartnershipPRlwe have closely observed the protests
held in many Middle Eastern and North African coigs over the past few months. We
welcome the widespread calls for greater freedothstongly endorse these aspirations. We
believe that freedom, equality and justice foraa#l essential for the development and cohesion
of societies. We also welcome the response of ggwernments in lifting emergency laws and
enacting constitutional change. However, we natk @oncern the violence against peaceful
protesters at different times and places.

The RLP acknowledgesthat:

>

>

>

There have been high levels of commitment andfsaety many in pursuing their desire
for greater freedom and improved economic oppatiesi

There has been cooperation across religious contiesitd work for justice and equality for
all.

There can be no true freedom without freedom afigihe, conscience and religion. The
essence of humanity requires the ability to ingedé the origin and meaning of human
existence, and to adopt a belief of one’s choosing.

The 2004 Arab Charter on Human Rights reaffirmspitieciples of the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) and the provisi@f the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), both of whiclplwold the fundamental nature of freedom
of religion.

Constitutions and legal systems in many Middle &asand North African countries
recognise some Christian and other indigenous ntyn@ligious communities. However,
these communities often continue to face margiatia, discrimination or persecution.

The RLP callson governmentsin Middle Eastern and North African countriesto:

>

>

Ensure that the principles of freedom, equality pustice for all underpin the changes to
constitutions, legal frameworks and social struesureing made in response to the protests.
Ensure that all citizens are granted the full emjegit of all human rights, including the
foundational human right to adopt a religion ordfedf their choice. This includes the right
to believe or not to believe, and the right to d@eone’s religion.

Ensure that all citizens have the freedom, eithéividually or in community with others
and in public or private, to manifest their religior belief in worship, observance, practice
and teaching, as enunciated in the UN Declaratiothe Elimination of All Forms of
Intolerance and of Discrimination Based on ReligiorBelief.

Ensure equality under the law for all religiousgwe with respect to recognition,
registration and regulation, including the estdishent and maintenance of places of
worship.

Recognise the right to teach, manifest, and dissa®ione’s religion or belief. This right
must be exercised in a manner that respects this g others, refrains from all forms of
coercion, inducements or other undue presssure.

Ensure that all citizens have the right to taker ttedigious faith into the public sphere to
inform public policy debate, recognising that isisommon feature of many faiths that
ethical aspects of the faith should impact all atpef life.
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Respond promptly to any incident of violence agamieligious community or members
thereof, ensuring prompt and effective investigatiwat brings perpetrators to justice,
provides protection, and allows victims to obtairededress.

Ensure that all citizens are treated equally img®aeea of public life, including access to
economic opportunity, and that education systertigedg promote understanding, tolerance
and respect for all.

The RLP callson theinternational community to:

>

Ensure that religious freedom is emphasised inggmgant with Middle Eastern and North
African governments, including its fundamental imtpace for long-term stability and as a
bulwark against religious extremism.

Ensure that the provision of all humanitarian aeclusity assistance, and support for civil
society is undertaken in a manner that supportseaddrses religious freedom, and affirms
the equality of all citizens.

The RLP callson the church in the Middle East and North Africato:

>
>

Pray for their countries, national leaders andfeltitizens.
Stand united to constructively engage in publie, ldnd to work for equality and the
promotion of religious freedom for all.

The RLP callson theworldwide church to:

>
>
>

Remember that “injustice somewhere is injusticawviere” (Martin Luther King Jr.)
Uphold in prayer the church throughout the MiddésE&and North Africa.

Support by all other appropriate means the chusahendeavours to secure equality and
full civil rights for Christians and other religisccommunities in the Middle East and North
Africa.

Recognise that the church in many Middle EastechNwrth African countries has little
recent experience of engagement in public life, thiedefore to provide encouragement and
training in this area.

The RLP commitsto:

>

>

>

Facilitate informed prayer for the region, its leexland people, its church and the
introduction of freedom, equality and justice ftr a

Continue raising awareness of the plight of miyorligious communities throughout the
Middle East and North Africa.

Empower and stand alongside those working for grdeeedom, equality and justice for
Christians and other religious communities in thedie East and North Africa.

Members of the Religious Liberty Partnership (RLP):

Note: select web sites are listed for prayer resources and additional information; some
members have chosen not to belisted.

* Advocates International, USAvww.Advocatesinternational.org

e All India Christian Council, INDIAwww.ChristianCouncil.in
* China Aid, USA: www.ChinaAid.org
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Christian Solidarity Worldwide, HONG KONGvww.csw.org.hk
Christian Solidarity Worldwide, NIGERIAwww.cswng.org

Christian Solidarity Worldwide, UNITED KINGDOMwww.csw.org.uk
Danish European Mission, DENMARKyww.daneu.dk

Friends of the Martyred Church, FINLANDvww.martyredchurch.net
HMK, SWITZERLAND: www.hmk-aem.ch

HMK — Hilfe fur verfolgte Christen, GERMANY www.verfolgte-christen.org

International Christian Concern, USArww.persecution.org

International Institute for Religious Freedom, GERNY, SOUTH AFRICA, SRI
LANKA: www.iirf.eu

Jubilee Campaign, USAvww.JubileeCampaign.org
Law and Liberty Trust, USAhttp://LawAndLibertyTrust.org
Light for the Peoples, SWEDENwvww.ljuioster.se

Norwegian Mission to the East, NORWAYYwWw.nmio.no
Middle East Concern, MIDDLE EASTwww.meconcern.org
Open Doors International, THE NETHERLANDSmww.opendoors.org

Open Doors, UK & IRELAND: www.opendoorsuk.org

Open Doors, USAwww.opendoorsusa.org

Release International, UNITED KINGDOMwyww.releaseinternational.org

Rule of Law Institute, BULGARIAwww.ruleoflawinstitute.bg

Seoul USA: www.seoulusa.org/

Set My People Free, EGYPittp://freedom2worship.org

The Voice of the Martyrs, CANADAwww.persecution.net

World Evangelical Alliance Religious Liberty Comrsisn, GLOBAL.:
www.worldevangelicals.org/commissions/rlc

The Religious Liberty Partnership (RLP) is a collediive effort of Christian organizations from
around the world focused on religious liberty. RieP seeks to more intentionally work
together in addressing advocacy, assistance, amking the awareness of religious
persecution globally. For more information on lieldle East and North Africa Statement or
on the Religious Liberty Partnership, please cdnt8cian O’Connell, RLP Facilitator,
Brian@RLPartnership.org-1 425-218-4718yww.RLPartnership.org
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